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“A Precious Beatitude
Wayne Jackson
A beatitude is defined as "a state of utmost bliss." The most renowned collection of beatitudes adorn
Christ's Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5:1-12). Lesser known, perhaps, are the beatitudes in the book of
Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14).
Let us examine the beatitude found in Revelation 14:13.
THE SAINTS UNDER ASSAULT
In considering major enemies of the kingdom of Christ, John sketched the nature of a mighty and
malevolent force that would arise against Christianity, taking as prey those yielding to its fatal doctrine.
Additionally, there follows one of the most horrible depictions of eternal punishment found in scripture
(Rev. 14:9-11). The Lord's anger shall be visited on the rebels without measure. His enemies shall be
tormented with fire and brimstone, never resting from their anguish.
BLESSED ARE THE DEAD
By way of contrast to these spiritual villains, the faithful saints are commended for their steadfastness in
the truth (v, 12). The narrative then continues.
And I heard the voice from heaven saying, “Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
from henceforth: yes, says the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; for their works
follow with them” (v. 13).
A HEAVENLY MESSAGE
The apostle John, author of the book (1:1), hears a voice from heaven. The voice is not specifically
identified. It might have been the angel mentioned earlier (1:1; 4:1) or maybe Christ himself (cf. 14).
It is important to note that the information about to be revealed was from heaven. This clearly reflects
the fact that divine authority is behind this sacred message. Thus, one can place absolute confidence in the
affirmation.
No human being on earth has personal information about the after-death experience. This also embraces
all modern spiritists who claim the ability to contact the dead (see Van Baalen, 20-50). Even those who
were raised from the dead (e.g., Lazarus and Eutychus) spoke not a word of their post-death experiences.
Modern-day claims are delusions, or else reflections of dishonesty. John was given a message to be
written for the benefit of others. The command to write emphasizes "the importance of the message that
follows" (Mounce, 275).
THE HAPPY STATE
The heavenly message is this: "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." The word "blessed" is
probably not the best translation for the modern reader. The Greek adjective is makarios, found in various
forms about fifty times in the New Testament. Its basic meaning is "happy" or "blissful."
In his commentary on Matthew, R. T. France renders the beatitudes of 5:3ff as "happy are those" (158ff).
In his discussion of this term and its various uses in ancient literature, Professor Spicq notes that "it is God
alone who grants human happiness" (2.434).
Of special significance is the fact that these dead are happy. This cannot refer to the human body that
returns to the dust to await the day of resurrection. In no way can deteriorating matter be described as
happy.
Implied, therefore, is the reality that something of a person lives on after death in a state of
consciousness. This disputes the materialism of atheism and likewise that of some misguided religionists.
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For example, F. LaGard Smith describes the state of death as one
of "darkness, inactivity, and unconsciousness” (92). This is hardly
an existence that would be described as happy!
LIMITED SPHERE OF BLISS
This blissful state, however, is not promised to all humanity, as
the universalist contends. The pledge of happiness in death (cf the
descriptions of Lazarus' environment in his postdeath state [Lk. 16:
22, 25] )is applied only to those who die "in the Lord."
This phrase is found some fifty times in the New Testament.
Generally it denotes a relationship with Christ, and the present
context reveals that it is an association that begins on earth and
continues for the soul beyond the death experience (Phil. 1 :23; 2
Cor. 5:8).
The in-Christ relationship commences with the act of
forgiveness for all past sins, effected at the point of water baptism.
Two passages focus upon this act.
Paul affirmed that "all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death" (Rom. 6:3). That is, through baptism
we were immersed into the benefits of his atoning death. He
subsequently described this act of obedience as coming "from the
heart" and resulting in "being made free from sin" (v. 18; cf Acts
2:38; 22:16).
Elsewhere, the apostle declared that the in-Christ relationship
was achieved on the part of those who were "baptized into Christ,"
thus, in a manner of speaking, "put on Christ" -metaphorically
clothed with a relationship to Jesus (Gal. 3:26-27; cf. Danker et. al,
334).
One cannot but raise the question: what is the fate of those who
refuse co enter the in-Christ relationship by means of this divinely
prescribed method? Does the term "obedience" have any relevance
(Heb. 5:8-9)? Reflect also upon the Savior's testimony:
He who believes on the Son has eternal life; but he who obeys
not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on
him (Jn 3:36; cf. ASV, ESV).
The implication concerning those sinners who die outside of the
Lord is clear-and is horrible to contemplate.
THE HOLY SPIRIT'S PLEDGE
There is now a dramatic pledge from the Holy Spirit.
First we must note that this is clear testimony that the Holy Spirit
is a divine person, a sacred entity, just as the Father and Son are
(cf. Mt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14). This declaration stands in stark
contrast to the Watchtower Witness heresy that the Holy Spirit is
"not a person" (ABU, 1542).
The Christian life is depicted as one of numerous labors. In the
Greek Testament the word "labors" represents far more than a 9to-5 job! Professor Spicq has an extensive discussion of the Greek
term, particularly as such pertained to Paul's ministry. The concept
involves such things as: constant, exhausting labor; fatigue from
periods of coil; wounds, suffering, slander, insults, imprisonment
(2.329; cf. 2 Cor. 11:24ff).
How very comforting it is to know, therefore, that at the end of
this weary trail, when death comes, there will be rest.

A couple of important points must be made here. First, there is
no mention (here or elsewhere) of that mythical religion, touted by
our Roman Catholic friends, called purgatory, where one must be
purged of his remaining sins before entering his reward.
Second, our after-death lives will not be like a vacation theme
park. Rather, it will be the thrilling existence of "serving" God
(Rev.22:3). Deadhead church members who disdain the service of
God cannot begin to appreciate this glory.
THEIR WORKS DO FOLLOW
Finally, the faithful will be glorified because of their "works,"
i.e., their level of service upon the earth. How did the idea ever
evolve chat the term "works" is theological profanity?
The answer is to be found in the annals of church history. Martin
Luther became so incensed at the Roman Catholic dogma of
justification by "works of supererogation," i.e., good works done
beyond that required for salvation, that he promoted the doctrine
of salvation by faith alone. So convinced was he of his theory, he
doctored the text of Romans 3:28 by adding the word "only" after
"faith."
No informed Bible student believes one can earn his salvation
by doing good works. Paul thoroughly negates this philosophy
(Eph. 2:8-10; Tit. 3:5). Yet James, writing by inspiration (Jas. 2:
14ff), declared that faith, if not joined to works, is dead in itself.
He further argues that a faith unaccompanied by works is both
demonic (v. 19) and barren, and that those who contend for the
faith-alone theory do so in vain (v. 20).
James introduces Abraham as an example. He was justified in
that, as Jehovah commanded, he offered up his son, Isaac. His
obedience perfected his faith (vv. 21-22). James affirmed that one
is justified by his obedience, and "not by faith alone" (v. 24).
Should anyone be surprised that Luther repudiated the book of
James as an inspired document?
The truth is, actions implemented in response to commands of
God are also called "works" (Eph. 2:l0;Tit. 3:8; Rev. 2:26). Faith is
a work (Jn. 6:27-29; 1 Thes. 1:3; 2 Thes. 1:11; Jas. 2:14ff), and so
is repentance (Mt. 12:41; Jn. 3:10). Baptism is a work only in the
sense that it expresses obedience to a divine command (Acts 2:38;
10:48). Baptism is called the "washing of regeneration," yet is
distinguished from "works" of human "righteousness" (Tit. 3:5).
At the day of judgment, men will be judged by their earthly
works (2 Cor. 11:15; Rev. 20:12-13; 22:12). Let us faithfully
follow our Savior's will with rejoicing and comfort in his
everlasting promises.
[ABU] Aid to Bible Understanding. 1971. New York: Watchtower Society.
Danker, F. W. et. al. 2000. Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament. Chicago:
University of Chicago.
France, R. T. 2007. Commentary on Matthew,. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.
Mounce, Robert. 1998. The Book of Revelation. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.
Smith, F. LaGard. 2003. After-life. Nashville: Cotswold.
Spicq, Ceslas. 1994. Theological lexicon of the New Testament Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson.
Van Baallen, J.K. 1956. Spiritism. Th, Chaos of Cults. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.
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If you are unable to lead prayer or serve at the Lord’s
table, please contact Cedric Huff or Paul Connell.
RECORD, WEEK of July 16, 2017
215
280
180
$15,475.00

BIBLE STUDY:
A.M. WORSHIP:
P.M. WORSHIP:
CONTRIBUTON:

John Connell is sick at home.
HOMEBOUND
Bessie Berry
Ann Castleman
Virginia Ditto
Hazel Eskew
Tommy & Nell Herndon
Anita Hopper

Albert & Ruth House
Clarine Justice
Ryan McCullar
Helen Palazola
Jerry & Betty Robbins

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO:
MSOP student, Kase Britton, in the passing of his greatgrandfather, Billy Lively.
Brian Everson in the passing of his grandmother, Carol
Everson.
**********************
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Chris and Joanna Massey on
the birth of their son, Nathan Harold. Cindy and Mark
Owens are the grandparents and Olivia Owens is the aunt.
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY for those on the mission
trip to India: Matthew Jones, Edison Ray and Josh
Holloway.
**********************
PLACED MEMBERSHIP:
Lee, Katie, Cole and Hannah Frederick
Mike and Sharon Reed
Tom and Johnnie Ann Wacaster. Brother Wacaster was
recently appointed to the MSOP faculty.
***********************
POWER LECTURES at Southaven Church of Christ July
23-27. Forest Hill will be serving lunch Tuesday. Cakes
and servers are needed. Sign-up sheet on bulletin board.
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HEARTS AND HANDS
TEAM “B” (Warren Davenport) will receive
assignments the week of July 23.
UPCOMING EVENTS
WEDNESDAY SUMMER SERIES continues. Theme:
The Way of Salvation. This week’s topic: Salvation
Through Believing by Keith Mosher, Sr. 7th grade and
up will meet in the auditorium.
YOUTH DEVOTIONAL at the home of Miranda and
Vada Grider, Thursday, July 20 at 6:30. Food provided.
YOUTH LOCK-IN: 7:00 p.m. Friday, July 21 at the
building. Pick-up is Saturday at 9:00 a.m.
KIRBY PINES Retirement Community worship service
each fourth Sunday 8:00-8:45 a.m., conducted by
Forest Hill. Our next service will be Sunday, July 23.
YOUNG ADULT DEVOTIONAL at the home of Robert
and Julie Berch, Friday, July 28 at 6:30.
BRIDAL SHOWER honoring Rebecca Brandon, bride
elect of Adam Maund, Sunday July 30 after the
morning service. Rebecca and Adam are registered at
Target and Bed, Bath, and Beyond.
ICE CREAM SUPPER AND FINGER FOOD
FELLOWSHIP following the service, Wednesday,
August 2.
NOTES OF APPRECIATION
Dear Forest hill Family,
Thank you so much for every act of kindness shown
to us during the illness and passing of my husband
James Terry. The beautiful flowers, delicious meals,
many cards, prayers, and words of encouragement
have been a tremendous blessing to me and my entire
family. Your love and support has meant so much to us
and will not be forgotten.
Sincerely, Avis Terry and Family
Thank you for all of the prayers and encouragement
we received during this difficult time. We were amazed
by all the love and support we were given. What an
amazing congregation and Christian family we have.
In Christian Love, Timothy, Rebekah, & Joshua
Nichols.

Last week’s solution:
He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of
the diligent maketh rich. He that gathereth in summer is a wise
son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.
Proverbs 10:4-5
CORNERSTONE

EH TTHA WTLKHEA WTIH WSIE NME SLLHA
EB WSIE: UTB A POONNMICA FO SOOLF
SLLHA EB YTSROEEDD. VLIE UUTSRPHE
SSRNNIE: UTB OT EHT UTSROIHGE
SLLHA EB RPIEDA.
Solution net week.

COMING THIS FALL AT FOREST HILL
PARENTING SEMINAR
Saturday, September 30
8:30-11:30
Classes for Moms and Dads
Training Boys-Jerry and Lynn Manning
Training Girls-Greg and Christa Mangrum
____________________
LADIES DAY AND GOSPEL MEETING
Ladies Day
Saturday, November 11
Speaker: Kathy Pollard
Gospel Meeting
November 12-15
Speaker: Neal Pollard
Brother and Sister Pollard live in Denver, Colorado where they work with the Bear Valley
Church of Christ and the Bear Valley Bible Institute.
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