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The God of Mormonism (Part 4)
B. J. Clarke
In teaching that Adam was the father of our spirits, it was very easy to go a step further and
teach that Adam was also the father of Jesus. In the same speech mentioned above, Brigham
Young asserted:
When the Virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus, the Father had begotten
him in his own likeness. He was not begotten by the Holy Ghost. And who
is the Father? He is the first of the human family ... I could tell you much
more about this; but were I to tell you the whole truth, blasphemy would be
nothing to it, in the estimation of the superstitious and over-righteous of
mankind. However, I have told you the truth as far as I have gone.... Jesus,
our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was
in the garden of Eden, and who is our Father in Heaven. Now, let all who
may hear these doctrines, pause before they make light of them, or treat
them with indifference, for they will prove their salvation or damnation
(Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, pp.50-51).21
For the most part, the Mormon Church supported this teaching for at least fifty years. Some
believed the doctrine simply because Brigham Young had declared it to be true. After all,
Brigham Young himself had boasted, "I have never yet preached a sermon and sent it out to
the children of men that they may not call scripture" (Journal of Discourses Vol. 13, p. 95).
Sadly, some believed this outlandish claim, as is evidenced by the following quotation:
Concerning the item of doctrine alluded to by Elder Caffall and others, viz.,
that Adam is our Father and God, I have to say do not trouble yourselves,
neither let the Saints be troubled about this matter....If, as Elder Caffall remarked, there are those who are waiting at the door of the Church for the
objection to be removed, tell such, the Prophet and Apostle Brigham Young
has declared it, and that it is the word of the Lord" (Millennial Star, vol. 16,
p.534).22
There, you have it. Brigham Young said it, and that settles it! Whatever happened to the
spirit of the noble Bereans, who searched the scriptures daily to see whether these things
were so (Acts 17:11)?
Also implied in the above quotation is evidence of the fact that Brigham Young’s teaching on this matter was a source of great trouble to some. In fact, the Adam-God doctrine created friction within the Mormon Church even in Brigham Young’s day. This is apparent
when one examines some of the articles that appeared in the LDS publication, Millennial
Star. One article admitted that some of the officers had not met in council for three years
because of the Adam-God doctrine.23 In his journal and autobiography, Joseph Lee Robinson
commented that he feared Apostle Orson Pratt would apostatize because of his opposition to
the Adam-God doctrine (Journal of Joseph Lee Robinson, Microfilm copy in LDS Genealogical Library).24
However, the din of dissenting voices did not deter Brigham Young from teaching the
Adam-God doctrine. In 1873, just a few years before his death, he declared:
(continued on page 2)
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How much unbelief exists in the minds of the Latter-day Saints in regard to one particular doctrine
which I revealed to them, and which God revealed
to me--namely that Adam is our Father and
God....Our Father Adam helped to make this
earth,...he and his companions came here. He
brought one of his wives with him....25
Notwithstanding Brigham Young’s persistence in heralding
his doctrine, he fell short of making it stick. If you ask the
modern day LDS about the Adam-God doctrine be prepared
to hear them tell you that they don’t believe it. Some, like
John A. Widtsoe, who served as a Mormon “Apostle,” flatly
deny that Brigham Young ever taught Adam was the Father
of Christ. In fact, he claimed that only "Enemies of the
Church or stupid people" could reach such a conclusion.26
It is remarkable that Mr. Widtstoe could make such a
statement, especially in view of the mountains of evidence
extant which shows that Brigham Young did teach that Adam
was God and the Father of Christ. Consider the diary of Hosea Stout, a prominent Mormon in his day, who made the following entry in his diary under the date of April 9, 1852:
"Another meeting this evening. President B. Young taught
that Adam was the father of Jesus and the only God to us.
That he came to this world in a resurected [sic] body…" (On
the Mormon Frontier, The Diary of Hosea Stout, University
of Utah Press, 1964, vol. 2, p.435).27
As if the above proof were not enough, an ancient
Mormon hymnal, from 1856, proves beyond a shadow of a
doubt that the Mormons did, at one time, unabashedly teach
that Adam was God, and the father of Jesus Christ. The hymn
is entitled "We Believe In Our God,” and reads as follows:
We believe in our God the great Prince of His race,
The Archangel Michael, the Ancient of Days,
Our own Father Adam, earth's Lord, as is plain,
Who'll counsel and fight for his children again.
We believe in His Son, Jesus Christ, who, in love
To his brethren and sisters, came down from above
To die to redeem them from death, and to teach
To mortals and spirits the Gospel we preach.
(Sacred Hymns and Spiritual Songs for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Liverpool, 1856, p.375, as quoted
in "The Position of Adam in Latter-day Saint Scripture and
Theology," p.16.)28
Despite this “ungettaroundable” evidence, the vast majority of LDS still stubbornly insist that it isn’t so. Concerning
the view that Adam is God and the father of Jesus Christ,
Mormon historian B. H. Roberts claimed: "As a matter of
fact, the 'Mormon' Church does not teach that doctrine. A few
men in the 'Mormon' Church have held such views: and several of them quite prominent in the councils of the Church, ...
Brigham Young and others may have taught that doctrine ..." (Deseret News, July 23, 1921).29 Notwithstanding
Mr. Roberts’ admission that Brigham Young “may have

taught that doctrine,” the following citation from Rodney
Turner, teacher emeritus at Brigham Young University, nails
the case shut. Regarding Brigham Young’s teaching, he
wrote: “A careful, detached study of his available statements, as found in the official publications of the Church,
will admit of no other conclusion than that the identification
of Adam with God the Father by President Brigham Young
is an irrefutable fact."30
Some LDS leaders, while not expressly denying the
fact that such a doctrine has been taught in the past, have
attempted to downplay the significance of the issue. For instance, Wilford Woodruff, the fourth president of the Mormon Church, pleaded:
Cease troubling yourselves about who God is; who
Adam is, who Christ is, who Jehovah is. For
heaven's sake, let these things alone...God is God.
Christ is Christ. The Holy Ghost is the Holy
Ghost. That should be enough for you and me to
know...I say this because we are troubled every
little while with inquiries from Elders anxious to
know who God is, who Christ is, and who Adam
is. I say to the Elders of Israel, stop this
(Millennial Star, vol. 57, pp.355-56).
In fairness to the Mormon leaders, it should be noted that
they no longer officially teach the Adam-God doctrine, even
though some members of the church still believe it. We
know that in May of 1966, a letter dated May 11, 1966, and
from Apostle LeGrand Richards, gave the following reply to
a querist: "Your third question: 'Is the Adam God Doctrine,
as taught in the Journal of Discourses, true?' Answer: No.”32
That’s a pretty blunt and telling admission from Mr. Richards. But that is not where it stops. Modern day LDS are so
opposed to the Adam-God theory that anyone who is caught
teaching this doctrine is, to use the LDS language, “liable to
be excommunicated.”
But wait just a minute. What an inconsistency! The
Mormon Church affirms that Brigham Young was a prophet,
and at the same time they will “excommunicate” a person for
believing in his teachings. Another alleged LDS “prophet,”
Spencer W. Kimball, went so far as to label the Adam-God
doctrine “false doctrine.” By so doing he put the LDS on the
horns of a real dilemma. If Brigham Young was a true
prophet, and Spencer W. Kimball was a true prophet, and
they taught opposing doctrines, then the Mormon church has
some explaining to do. The LDS need to decide whether
Brigham Young was a false prophet, or Spencer W. Kimball,
or both? Whether they like it or not, when modern day LDS
deny the Adam-God doctrine, they are rejecting Brigham
Young as a true prophet, for he claimed the Adam-God was
a fact revealed unto him by God. Was Brigham Young a
liar? If so, why should anything that he said be cited by the
LDS as authoritative? If Mormons will not acknowledge that
Brigham Young was a liar, then they need to explain why
they reject his “prophetic” teaching on the Adam-God doctrine. They cannot have it both ways!
(to be continued)
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LORD’S TABLE
PRESIDE:
ASSIST:

Steve Allmond
Jesse Childress
Billy Rodgers
Jonah Wood

A.M. OPENING:
A.M. CLOSING:
P.M. OPENING:
P.M. CLOSING:

Dennis Woods
Randy Elliott
Marv Sowell
Jim Woody

PRAYERS
Warren Davenport
Andy Ammons
Robert Berch
Ty Phillips

If you are unable to lead prayer or serve at the Lord’s
table, please contact Cedric Huff or Paul Connell.

RECORD, WEEK OF January 3, 2016
BIBLE STUDY:
240
A.M. WORSHIP:
335
P.M. WORSHIP:
230
CONTRIBUTION:
$18,047.00

OUR SICK
Helen Palazola, has been moved to a rehab facility.
ILL AT HOME: Jo Ann Ammons, D, H, Kirby, Olivia
Owens and John Pope.
HOMEBOUND
Bessie Berry
Ann Caughron
Irby Cole
Hazel Eskew
Tommy & Nell Herndon
Anita Hopper

Albert & Ruth House
Clarine Justice
Ryan McCullar
Helen Palazola
Velton & Dorothy Trimm

January 5, 2016

INFORMATION LINE: 531-8849
HEARTS & HANDS
TEAM “B” (Warren Davenport) will meet Saturday, January 16 at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Warren & Lisa Davenport for a fish fry. The food will be provided.
UPCOMING EVENTS
57th ANNIVERSARY AND HOMECOMING Sunday,
January 10. Stephen Sutton will be our special guest song
leader during both worship services. There will be a fellowship meal following the morning service. ZONES 3 & 4 are
responsible for set-up and clean-up.
LADIES’ CLASS and MEN’S CLASS will resume Tuesday, January 12 at 10:00 a.m. Ladies will resume their
study of Heart’s Bouquet by Louise Barnett Cox. Men will
begin a new study of a book entitled, Jesus Christ: The
Master Teacher by Wayne Jackson. Those interested
meet at Cracker Barrel for breakfast at 8:45.
AREA-WIDE YOUTH DEVOTIONAL hosted by Forest Hill,
Monday, January 18
LADIES EVENING BIBLE STUDY Tuesday, January 19
at 6:30 p.m.
ELDERS & DEACONS PLANNING SESSION Saturday,
January 23.
BABY SHOWER honoring Sarah Ulrich, Sunday, January
24 after the morning service. It’s a boy!
JCs ASSEMBLE Sunday, January 31 after the morning
service.
YOUTH DAY Saturday, March 26. Theme: Faithful Love.
50th MSOP LECTURESHIP March 27-March 31. Theme:
Preach the Word.

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO:
Barry Grider in the passing of his aunt, Jewel Grider.
Helen Sharp in the passing of her cousin, Cliff Hellums.

KIRBY PINES Retirement Community worship service
each fourth Sunday 8:00-8:45a.m. conducted by Forest
Hill. Our next service will be Sunday, January 24.
LEGACY ESTATES worship service each Sunday afternoon 3:00 p.m. conducted by Forest Hill.

FOOD PANTRY
Some items needed are: rice, dried peas, dried beans,
soup, stew and canned fruit. Donated items may be
placed in the ladies classroom.

VBS June 6-8.
FOUNDATIONS June 25-July 1.
Last week’s solution :
The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. John
1:29

CORNERSTONE
Replace each letter of the alphabet with a
different letter to reveal the passage of scripture.
LG VSUQCSUD, KRPDQ NQ OZZ WRG MCUD GU XOZZ
NDQR TNFUSY QULJQOQNRDY; BDRMNDH QCNY,
QCOQ QCU QSGNDH RX GRPS XONQC MRSBUQC JOQNUDKU. VPQ ZUQ JOQNUDKU COFU CUS JUSXUKQ
MRSB, QCOQ GU LOG VU JUSXUKQ ODT UDQNSU,
MODQNDH DRQCNDH.
Clue: D = N

Solution next week

Clue: G = Y
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You are invited to the

57th Anniversary
of the

Knight Arnold - Forest Hill Church of Christ

Sunday, January 10, 2016
Stephen Sutton, Guest Song Director

Luncheon
to follow
morning
worship
service.

Come
worship
with us!
Bible Class
9:30 a.m.
A.M. Worship 10:30 a.m.
Congregational Singing 1:30 p.m.

The Forest Hill News
Forest Hill Church of Christ
3950 Forest Hill Irene Road
Memphis, TN 38125
Address Service Requested

