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He IS ABLE

Ephesians 3:20

He is able to do,

For He is neither idle, nor inactive, nor dead.

He is able to do what we ask,

For He hears and answers prayer.

He is able to do what we ask or think,

For He reads our thoughts.

He is able to do a//that we ask or think,

For He knows it all and can perform it all.

He is able to do morethan we ask or think,

For His expectations are higher than ours.

He is able to do much more abundantly than all that we ask or think,

For He does not give His grace by calculated measure.

He is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,

For he is a God of superabundance.

C. Samuel Storms
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Political Decisions Can Be Spiritual Decisions
Victor M. Eskew

The principles of Christianity found in the Bible are
to permeate every area of our lives. They are to be our
guide at home, in the church, at work, in our recreation,
and in our politics. We are not free to “pick-and-choose”
where we will allow Bible teaching to be applicable to
our lives. The will of God is pertinent to every realm of
the Christian’s life.

We are fast approaching a national election. Some
of the political decisions we make will also be spiritual
decisions. Let’s consider an Old Testament example.

After the death of Solomon, Rehoboam came to the
throne. At his inauguration, Jeroboam and the congrega-
tion of Israel gave an ultimatum to the new king. Their
words to the monarch were: “Thy father made our yoke
grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service
of thy father, and his yoke which he put upon us, lighter,
and we will serve thee” (1 Kings 12:4). Rehoboam re-
fused to make it lighter. In fact, he promised to make the
yoke heavier (1 Kings 12:14). This decision caused the
kingdom of Israel to divide. “So when all Israel saw that
the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered
the king, saying, What portion have we in David? neither
[have we] inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents,
O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel
departed unto their tents. But [as for] the children of
Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
reigned over them” (1 Kings 12:16-17).

After the division of the kingdom, Jeroboam (king
of the northern ten tribes) was concerned about the na-
tion returning to the house of David (southern kingdom),
especially when it came time to “go up to do sacrifice in
the house of the Lord at Jerusalem” (1 Kings 12:27). To
keep this from happening, Jeroboam did three things.
First, he set up calves of gold in Dan and Bethel and
proclaimed to Israel: “behold thy gods, O Israel, which
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” (1 Kings 12:28
-29). Second, he created a new priesthood, “and made
priests of the lowest of people, which were not of the
sons of Levi” (1 Kings 12:31). Third, he “ordained a
feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the
month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered
upon the altar” (1 Kings 12:32).

At this point in the history of Israel, individuals had
to make some important decisions. These decisions were
both political and spiritual in nature. Would those who
revolted against the higher taxation policies of Reho-
boam continue to side with Jeroboam (northern king-
dom)? Would they go along with his idolatry and trans-

gression of the Law of Moses? In 2 Chronicles 11:13-
15, we read of the Levites who returned to Rehoboam
(southern kingdom). In 2 Chronicles 11:16, we read of
others who returned as well. As you read this verse, lis-
ten to the reason they returned to Jerusalem. “And after
them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their
hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusa-
lem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers.”
This was a political decision. They would leave one
king and yield allegiance to another. The Israelites men-
tioned in this verse made their decision based on their
desire to follow God. Note: Their political decision was
based upon their religious beliefs. Their decision was
both political and spiritual.

The United States is coming up on a presidential
election. We, as Christians, have important decisions
that have to be made. Sometimes our political decisions
are also spiritual decisions. Sadly, some do not see it
this way, or, they have formed some type of reasoning
that allows them to compromise Biblical principles and
support ungodly principles.

One of the decisions we must make involves the
issue of ABORTION. Abortion involves the willful
killing of a human life while still in the womb of the
mother. It is shedding innocent blood. According to
Proverbs 6:16-19, God hates it. In the last 20 or so
years, one of the presidential candidates has opposed
abortion (killing babies) while the other one has sup-
ported abortion (killing babies). My friends, this makes
our choice for a candidate both political and spiritual in
nature. Do you support abortion (killing babies)?

Another decision we must make revolves around
HOMOSEXUALITY, especially as it concerns gay
marriage (men marrying men and women marrying
women). Some have made it clear that marriage can
only be between a man and a woman, while others take
the opposite position. One party especially has made it
clear they support gay marriages. Because of this, one’s
decision as to party affiliation becomes both a political
and spiritual decision. Why is this the case? Because
God has made it clear in His divine Word that homo-
sexuality is sin. It is a perversion of the worst kind. In
Romans 1:26, He calls homosexuality a “vile” affection.
In Romans 1:27, homosexuality is referred to as “error.”
In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, homosexuality is labeled as
being unrighteous and these verses proclaim that those
who practice it “shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”
Remember, Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed be-

(continued on page 4)



February 2, 2016

Page 3 The Forest Hill News
LORD’S TABLE

PRESIDE:  Marion Maund Jason White

ASSIST: Nicholas Bartell Jordyn Graves
Andrew Knipple Gene Kuehn
David Richardson Jack Woods

PRAYERS

A.M. OPENING: Keith McAlister

A.M. CLOSING: Michael Callahan

P.M. OPENING:  Don Walker

P.M. CLOSING: Kevin Knipple

If you are unable to lead prayer or serve at the Lord’s
table, please contact Cedric Huff or Paul Connell.

RECORD, WEEK OF January 31, 2016

BIBLE STUDY: 220
A.M. WORSHIP: 300
P.M. WORSHIP: 215
CONTRIBUTION: $16,282.00

OUR SICK

Karin Hannon, mother of Ashleigh Callahan, Baptist
Hospital Memphis.

ILL AT HOME: Sherry Brown, Shaunna Hanel and Caro-
lyn Jones.

HOMEBOUND

Anita Hopper

Albert & Ruth House
Clarine Justice

Ryan McCullar
Helen Palazola

Bessie Berry

Ann Caughron

Irby Cole

Hazel Eskew

Tommy & Nell Herndon
Anita Hopper

REQUESTED PRAYERS: Michaela House and Caleb
Hull.

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO Jim Brown in the
passing of his brother, Herman Brown. The funeral ser-
vice will be Wednesday, February 3 at 11:00 at Collins-
Burke Funeral Home in Jasper, AL.
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KIRBY PINES Retirement Community worship service
each fourth Sunday 8:00-8:45a.m. conducted by Forest
Hill. Our next service will be Sunday, February 28.

LEGACY ESTATES worship service each Sunday after-
noon 3:00 p.m. conducted by Forest Hill.
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INFORMATION LINE: 531-8849

HEARTS & HANDS
TEAM “D” (Randy Elliott) will meet Saturday, February 6
at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Raymond & Dean Pipkin. The
food will be provided.

TEAM “A” (Paul Connell) will receive assignments the
week of February 7.

TEAM “B” (Warren Davenport) will meet Saturday, Feb-
ruary 13 at 10:30 a.m. at the home of Keith & Annette
McAlister for brunch. Please bring your favorite brunch
dish.

UPCOMING EVENTS
LADIES’ CLASS and MEN’S CLASS meet each Tuesday
morning at 10:00 a.m. However, the men’s class will not
meet Tuesday, February 9.

BRIDAL SHOWER honoring Kia Lopez, bride of David
Lopez, Sunday, February 7, after the morning service.
They are registered at Walmart and Bed, Bath & Beyond.

SILVER HEARTS BANQUET Saturday, February 20 at
5:30 p.m. for our senior adult members, hosted by Forest
Hill Youth.

HEARTS & HANDS Reorganization Luncheon Sunday,
March 13 after the morning service.

YOUTH DAY Saturday, March 26. Theme: Faithful Love.

50th MSOP LECTURESHIP March 27-March 31. Theme:
Preach the Word.

VBS June 6-8.
FOUNDATIONS June 25-July 1.

FOOD PANTRY
Some items needed are: rice, dried peas, dried beans,
soup, stew and canned fruit. Donated items may be
placed in the ladies classroom.

Last week’s solution :

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law

doth he meditate day and night. Psalm 1:1-2

N.B. HARDEMAN LIBRARY
is open each Sunday afternoon from 12:45-1:15.

CORNERSTONE

Unscramble the letters in each word below to
reveal the passage of scripture.

VOW HFVH ZQ JHEWZ HU YQ MELQH, VOW HU WU
ZUEN UBO YEJLOQIJJ, VOW HU BUNS BLHF ZUEN UBO
FVOW], V] BQ RUPPVOWQW ZUE; HFVH ZQ PVZ BVXS
FUOQJHXZ HUBVNW HFQP HFVH VNQ BLHFUEH, VOW
HFVH ZQ PVZ FVCQ XVRS UK OUHFLOD.

Clue: Z=Y Solution next week Clue: F=H
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Political Decisions Can Be Spiritual Decisions (continued form page 2)

cause of it (Gen. 18:20; 19:4-7,13,27-29; Jude 1:7). That is why homosexuality is called sodomy. Do you support
sodomy/homosexuality?

Let’s read 2 Chronicles 11:16 again. “And after them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to
seek the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers.” What was the key
element of the decision of the Israelites? It was the “set of their hearts.” Did they desire the higher taxes of Reho-
boam? No. Did they appreciate his oppressive style? No. But, they set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel.
When Jeroboam (northern kingdom) opposed the law of God, their decision was simple. They returned to Jerusalem
(southern kingdom).

Sadly, the majority of the Israelites did not return to Israel. They compromised their “values” (the religion of
Jehovah) and sided with the policies and practices of Jeroboam that went against the teaching of God. The result of
their decision was total apostasy. Not one righteous king ever ruled in the northern kingdom. Ultimately, Israel was
carried away into Assyrian captivity in 722 B.C. The promise of God held true for Israel. He had said through the
psalmist: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all nations that forget God” (Psa. 9:17). Do you think this
promise still holds true today? Please, dear reader, as you cast your vote in the upcoming elections, remember that
political decisions can be, and often are, spiritual decisions as well.

God is watching. He will weigh us in the balances of His divine justice just as He did Israel of old.

(from Seek the Old Paths, Dec 2015)
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