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Kings and Rulers in Proverbs (Part 1) 
Barry Grider 

[Editor’s Note: The following was prepared by the editor for the 2003 Power Lectures. As our 
country once again enters an election season, let us choose our leaders wisely, as we are guided 
by the word of God.] 

INTRODUCTION  
The subject of government is rooted in biblical teaching. In America, our citizens, from 

childhood, have acquainted our nation with freedom, liberty, justice, and righteousness. These 
terms did not originate with our founding fathers; however, they speak volumes about these 
men. These terms are very familiar to the children of God because we read of them often in His 
holy Word. In the year of Jubilee, God told Moses, “...proclaim liberty throughout all the land 
unto all the inhabitants thereof...” (Lev. 25:11). Paul wrote, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free...” (Gal. 5:1). Listen to the Psalmist, “Justice and judgement 
are the habitation of thy throne...” (Psm 89:14). For these terms to have been the bedrock of our 
system of government, our founders must have known something about the Bible.  

George Washington: “It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the 
Bible...he is worse that an infidel who does not read his Bible and acknowledge his 
obligation to God.”  

John Adams: “The Bible is the best book in the world.”  

Thomas Jefferson: “I have always said and always will say that the studious perusal of 
the Sacred Volume will make better citizens, better fathers, better husbands...the Bible 
makes the best people in the world.”  

Benjamin Franklin: “Cultivate an acquaintance with and a firm belief in the Holy 
Scriptures. This is your certain interest.”  

Is it proper for governmental leaders to look to the Bible for guidance? Many similar questions 
are being asked today. Likewise, we hear the constantly echoed statement, “we must respect the 
separation of church and state.” This is a relatively new concept advanced by so-called “first 
amendment advocates.” However, there is no clause in the first amendment, nor anywhere else 
in the constitution, calling for the separation of church and state. The first amendment simply 
stated, “Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, nor prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.” In other words, there was not to be a state mandated religion in America, 
as was in England. However, religion would indeed play a vital role in public and in private life 
and was not in any way to be prohibited.  
 Why allow the Bible to be used as a guide for governments? God ordained government 
(Rom. 13:1). In fact, He has ordained three institutions to benefit mankind: the home, the 
church, and civil government. Each serves a particular role and each functions differently, yet all 
serve the purpose of God. Some principles, however, that apply to the home, do not apply to the 
church or nation. Some principles that apply to the church do not apply to the home or nation. 
Therefore, some principles, which apply to the nation, do not apply to the home and church. 
For example, Jesus said, “But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matt. 5:39). This is a kingdom principle.  

(continued on page 2)
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It involves personal relationships and the reaction of the 
one wronged to the one who has wronged him. However, 
this principle does not apply to parents and children in the 
home. If a child “backtalks” his parents, should Mom and 
Dad just “turn the other cheek?” Absolutely not! God 
demands that we correct our children (Prov. 29:17).  
 The church does not discipline by way of physical 
force (2 Thes. 3:14,15). However, government has the right 
to punish lawbreakers by administering physical 
punishment, if deemed appropriate with relevance to the 
crime committed (Rom. 13:4). So while each of the 
institutions are different, they all serve a unique purpose, 
which is ordained by God. He has principles by which he 
expects nations to abide. The responsibility of the 
government is to regulate its own behavior and that of if its 
citizenry in accordance with God’s divine principles found 
in His Word. That is the reason, “Righteousness exalteth a 
nation: but sin is a reproach unto any people” (Prov. 14:34).  
 God rules in the affairs of men. He said to 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, the most powerful man 
on earth at the time: 
  

And they shall drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they 
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven 
times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the 
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will (Dan.4:32).  

 While most rulers regard their power as a result of their 
own accomplishments, no one sits in positions of authority 
without the permission of God. Furthermore, the passage 
makes clear that God can remove one from office, as well. 
Paul wrote, “Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that 
be are ordained of God” (Rom. 13:1).  
 Therefore, we learn that (1) God established 
governmental authority, (2) no one sits in positions of  
authority without his permission, and (3) He removes those 
He so chooses from their positions of authority.  
 All of this being true, God has ordained principles by 
which He expects kings, rulers, emperors, presidents, and 
so forth, to follow or else face his condemnation and 
judgement. We shall consider these principles as follows: 
The Kindness of Kings, The Knowledge of Kings, The 
Righteousness of Rulers, and The Respect for Rulers.  

The Kindness of Kings  
 In his inaugural address, January 20, 1989, President 
George H.W. Bush stated his vision for our nation was “a 
kinder, gentler America.” Many political conservatives 
were astounded by this statement. To many of them, the 
president’s words reinforced the image that he was 
somewhat “wimpish,” despite a record that proves 
otherwise (ex. he was shot down by the enemy in World 

War 2). In my judgement, President Bush spoke volumes 
about himself. Though he had been granted great power, he 
desired to deal kindly and gently with all men. 
Furthermore, he went on to say, “let us use government to 
help people.” God will bless leaders who have such an 
attitude.  
 Many, down through the ages who have been given 
positions of authority, live by the motto – “might makes 
right.” As far as they are concerned, meekness is always 
associated with weakness. Yet, as we have often been 
reminded, meekness is “strength under control.” A king 
who demonstrates kindness will win the hearts of the 
people. His subjects will love, respect, and even die for 
him. An oppressive ruler will eventually be brought down, 
if not by outside force, by his own people. Remember, the 
wise words of the old men of Israel to Rehoboam, 
Solomon’s son.  

And King Rehoboam consulted with the old men, 
that stood before Solomon his father while he yet 
lived, and said, how do ye advise that I may answer 
this people? And they spake unto him, saying, If 
thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and 
wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good 
words to them, then they will be thy servants 
forever (1 Kings 12:6,7).  

 Of course, Rehoboam rejected this wise counsel and 
paid sorely.  
 At an earlier time, when Moses first approached 
Pharaoh, to let the children of Israel go, the arrogant and 
defiant King of Egypt not only refused to let them go, but, 
commanded the same day the task- masters of the people, 
and their officers, saying:  

Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather straw 
for themselves....Let there more work be laid upon 
the men, that they may labor therein; and let them 
not regard vain words (Exo. 5:6-7).  

 However, Pharaoh paid for this cruelty and for 
snubbing the will of Jehovah God, as his entire host was 
drown in the midst of the Red Sea (Exo. 14:27, 28). 
 What then assures a king of the favor of God? “Mercy 
and Truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by 
mercy” (Prov. 20:28). How marvelous is the combination 
of mercy and truth (Psm. 85:10). These two divine qualities 
flow forth from the throne of God, and by mercy and truth 
we are saved (Titus 3:5; John 8:32). Therefore, one should 
not be surprised that God upholds the earthly throne that is 
established upon the same principles.  

                                                                           (to be continued)

Kings and Rulers in Proverbs (continued from page 1)



INFORMATION LINE:  531-8849 
   

REQUESTED PRAYERS:  Edison Ray & Sarah Ray.

NOTE OF APPRECIATION 
Dear brothers & sisters, 
 Thank you so much for all the kind words, prayers 
and cards of sympathy at the passing of my sister, Mary. 
Please continue to pray for me and my family, 
    In Christian love, 
    Margie Holliday 

HEARTS & HANDS  
TEAM ÒBÓ (Warren Davenport) will meet Saturday, 
August 13 at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Raymond & Dean 
Pipkin. The food will be provided. 
TEAM ÒCÓ (Danny Braddock) will receive assignments 
the week of August 21. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
WEDNESDAY EVENING SUMMER SERIES ÒNew 
Testament WorshipÓ in the auditorium for ages 7th grade-
adult. Wednesday, August 10 ÒPrayer and WorshipÓ 
taught by Keith Mosher. 

NEW WEDNESDAY EVENING CLASSES  beginning 
August 17. Auditorium Class: ÒHebrew History: A Study of 
Samuel and KingsÓ taught by Barry Grider. Education 
Building Room 201: ÒMinor ProphetsÓ taught by Warren 
Davenport. 

LADIES EVENING BIBLE STUDY  Thursday, August 18 
at 6:30 in the breakroom of the education building. We 
will be studying ÒSeeking Spiritual BeautyÓ by Sheila Butt. 
This book can be purchased through amazon.com. 

YOUNG ADULTS CANOE TRIP  Saturday, August 27 at 
8:30 a.m.  

MONEY MANAGEMENT (9 Week Course) begins 
Tuesday, September 6 at 7:00 p.m.  More details to 
follow. 

REMEMBER to Check Your Box!
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Matthew Jones 
Bob Bergstrom 
Marion Maund 
Gavin Taylor

Warren Davenport 
Dan Dawson 
David Richardson 
Jack Woods 

LORDÕS TABLE 

PRAYERS 

PRESIDE: 
ASSIST: 

A.M. OPENING: 
A.M. CLOSING: 
P.M. OPENING: 
P.M. CLOSING: 

Ty Phillips 
Buster Rogers 
Lawayne House 
Cole Bennett

BIBLE STUDY: 
A.M. WORSHIP: 
P.M. WORSHIP: 
CONTRIBUTON:

215 
290 
185 

$17,408

OUR SICK 
Virginia Ditto , Kirby Pines Rehab. 
Garland Elkins , Christian Care Center, Room 220.  
Velton Trimm , Christian Care Center, room 212. 

James Crockett , brother of Mary Lee Sanders, has been 
diagnosed with cancer. 

ILL AT HOME: Corinne Elkins and Carol Mangrum. 

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO: 
J. D. & Brenda Crowe in the passing of their sister-in-law, 
Marilyn Crowe. 

Cedric Huff in the passing of his uncle, Leon Huff, of 
Houston, Texas and in the passing of his cousin, Charity 
Turner, of Austin, Texas. 

Brenda Woods in the passing of her mother, Dorothy 
Faulk. Mrs. Faulk was also the grandmother of Leah 
White. The funeral will be Wednesday, August 10 at 1:30 
p.m. preceded by a visitation at 11:30 a.m. at Memphis 
Funeral Home Poplar Chapel. 

 !"!"!" 

KIRBY PINES Retirement Community worship service 
each fourth Sunday 8:00-8:45 a.m., conducted by Forest 
Hill. Our next service will be Sunday, August 28. 

LEGACY ESTATES  worship service each Sunday    
afternoon 3:00 p.m. conducted by Forest Hill. 

Bessie Berry 
Virginia Ditto 
Hazel Eskew 
Tommy & Nell Herndon 
Anita Hopper 

HOMEBOUND 

Albert & Ruth House 
Clarine Justice 
Ryan McCullar 
Helen Palazola 
Jerry & Betty Robbins 

If you are unable to lead prayer or serve at the LordÕs 
table, please contact Cedric Huff or Paul Connell. 

RECORD, WEEK of August 7, 2016

CORNERSTONE 
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IEDBA NI EM, NDA I NI YUO. SA EHT RNHCBA TONNCA 
REBA UTRIF FO TSLIFE, XTPEEC TI IEDBA NI EHT VNIE; 
ON ROME NCA EY, XTPEEC EY IEDBA NI EM. 

Solution next week  

Last week’s solution: 
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God  out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her 
husband.  And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  heaven  saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God. Revelation 21:2-3 
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LadiesÕ and MenÕs Bible Classes 
begin Tuesday, September 13 at 10:00 a.m. 

          LadiesÕ Class 
              taught by 

          Celicia Grider

   MenÕs Class 
        taught by 

    Barry Grider


